
MINUTES OF THE IBERIA PARISH REGIONAL ZONING COMMISSION MEETING CONDUCTED ON
THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 2014 AT 5:30 PM IN THE IBERIA PARISH COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED
AT 300 IBERIA STREET, NEW IBERIA, LOUISIANA 70560

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairperson Jane Braud determined there was a quorum and called the Meeting to Order.

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Fangue, Lanie Borel, Jane Braud, Dana Dugas and Nathaniel Mitchell

MEMBERS ABSENT:   Butch Bourgeois, Ronald Fremin and Perry Judice 

OTHERS PRESENT:  John R. Raines and Julie Armentor  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Dana Dugas made a Motion to approve the Minutes which was seconded by Nathaniel Mitchell; the vote was unanimous. 

RECLASSIFICATION REQUEST #1:  Billie Jean Lebourgeois, et al (Dollar General #15454)  - Location at the intersection of Lebourgeois Road and Loreauville Road, reclassification request from Agricultural (A-1) to General Business Commercial (C-2).

John Raines explained the location of the property and explained that the request had been withdrawn at this time. 

RECLASSIFICATION  REQUEST #2:   Kingdom Industrial Park - Location: Kingdom Circle, Buckingham Road and David Duboin Road - Reclassification request from Mixed Residential (R-2) to Industrial (I-1).

John Raines explained the location and stated that Kingdom Industrial Park had always been an Industrial park when it was approved in the mid 1990’s, but when zoning was implemented it was classified as Mixed Residential (R-2) on the Zoning map.  He recommended reclassification from Mixed Residential to Industrial.

Mike Lamperez, representing the owner, expressed support for the reclassification.  There was no opposition. 

There being no further public input, Chairperson Braud closed the Public Hearing and asked the Commission for direction.  

Nathaniel Mitchell made a Motion to approve the Industrial reclassification request, which was seconded by Dana Dugas; the vote was unanimous.

RECLASSIFICATION REQUEST # 3:  Kenneth Defelice/Scotty Hebert located at 1417 Captain Cade Road.  Reclassification request from Mixed Residential (R-2) to Industrial (I-1).

John Raines explained the location and stated that part of the property was previously used as a creosote facility. Mr. Raines stated that part of the property had an existing non-conforming use as long as they complied with the provisions of the non-conforming use clause which states that a non-conforming use can operate and be transferred to another non-conforming use as long as it is operating and does not remain vacant for more than one year.   He explained that the site was going to be used as a pipe cleaning facility. 

Scotty Hebert addressed the Commission and explained that this was not going to be a pipe cleaning facility but would only be used as a showplace to sell his pipes.   In the future, he said he would clean the threads on the drill pipes but it is hazardous approved.  He said he was told that he could use the property and it was grandfathered. 

Mr.  Lester Lebouef  said he bought the three acres to join in with Scotty Hebert.

Naray Hulin addressed the Commission and stated that he was the lead man in bringing Zoning to our Parish.  Mr. Hulin also stated that his concern with reclassifying this site to Industrial as the surrounding area was totally residential.  He also said if it is zoned Industrial that it would open the area to other businesses after that.  He said his main concern is quality of life for the people in that area. Mr. Hulin said that they have other Industrial Parks that the business could be moved to instead of in the middle of a residential area.

Ms. Cassie Hilty addressed the Commission and said she had concerns because the creosote plant that was there operated at all hours of the day and night and it created quite a bit of dust from the trucks.  She said her children could not play outside. She said they had created a home there and would like a safe environment for her children and was in opposition of this facility. 

Mr. Glen Boatright spoke and said his main concern was the residents and the land owners in the area.  He said Industrial in their area would hurt the value of their property. Mr. Boatright asked what would be the daily operation of the pipe yard and Ms. Jane Braud said it would depend on the decision of the request and that would have to be discussed with owners.  Mr. Boatright said when the other business was open they had quite a bit of traffic problems on the road.  He also said he was opposed to this request due to the noise factor, the traffic problems, property values and also the risk of their environment.  

Scotty Hebert said he would respect all of the neighbors and would not have that much traffic because he was not a big business and that his hours were going to be from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Ms. Hilty said if the area was rezoned Industrial then later in the future it could be anything. 

John Raines explained that a creosote plant does fall under the Industrial reclassification as does the pipe yard even though it is a commercial operation.   He explained that what is there today they get to keep and could operate the pipe yard without ever coming to the Iberia Parish Zoning Commission due to non-conforming status, however, they would have limited abilities to do anything with the vacant land on the side.  Mr. Raines also said that if it was rezoned today it could be something entirely different in the future as Ms. Hilty stated.  

Lonnie Menard also stated that he had been there for twenty years or so and when the creosote plant was open it was noisy and the dust was unbearable.  Mr. Menard stated that the plant had been vacant for two years and was asking if there were any way to check to see if utilities were closed in that period of time.   Mr. Raines said he could ask for it but he did not know if he could get it without being the applicant. 

Mr. Don Delahoussaye asked how long did the power have to be off and reconnected to be in non-conforming status and Mr. Raines said one year.

Mr. Raines said it is not unusual for a business to vacant and kill power and someone to reclaim the non-conforming status.  

Chairperson Jane Braud asked if the Commissioners had any questions, and, there being none, closed the Public Hearing.  

Dana Dugas made a Motion to deny the reclassification request, which was seconded by David Fangue; the vote was unanimous.

RECLASSIFICATION REQUEST #4:  James Stein , located in the 6000 Block of Laurent Road, from Mixed Residential (R-2) to Manufactured (Mobile) Home Park (R-4).
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]John Raines explained the particulars of the reclassification request.  He explained that they have mobile homes and camper trailers there currently.

James Stein addressed the Commission and said he was requesting this rezoning because he already had mobile homes and campers there and it would provide temporary housing for the workers at the Port of Iberia.   

Chairperson Jane Braud asked if the Commissioners had any questions, and, there being none, opened the Public Hearing. 

Mr. Durice Leleux addressed the Commission requesting information.  There being no more public input, Chairperson Braud closed the Public Hearing and asked the Commission for direction.  

Dana Dugas made a Motion to approve, which was seconded by Lanie Borel; the vote was unanimous.

Directors Report:  Discussion on Term Limits for Commissioners

Mr. Raines explained that Lanie Borel had submitted her letter of resignation, and that the Commission had never received a replacement for Barbara Laviolette from the town of Delcamnbre.  He indicated that if the Commission were in agreement, he would contact the Mayor of Delcambre and request a replacement, or, if none were identified, request Councilman Marty Trahan to appoint someone to the Commission.  The Commission expressed support.

ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, Dana Dugas made a Motion to adjourn which was seconded by Lanie Borel; the vote was unanimous.

						Submitted by John R. Raines 
Director of Permitting, Planning and Zoning 




