
MINUTES OF THE IBERIA PARISH REGIONAL ZONING COMMISSION MEETING CONDUCTED ON 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2013, AT 5:30PM IN THE IBERIA PARISH COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED  

AT 300 IBERIA STREET, NEW IBERIA, LOUISIANA 70560 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairperson Jane Braud determined there was a quorum and called the meeting to 
order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Dana Dugas, Perry Judice, Jane Braud, David Fangue, Nathaniel Mitchell and 
Ronald Fremin  
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Butch Bourgeois and Lanie Borel 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:    John Raines, Carmen Judice and Julie Armentor 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Dana Dugas made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 19, 
2013 meeting which was seconded by David Fangue; the vote was unanimous. 
 
RECLASSIFICATION REQUEST #1:  Everette Manuel, Patricia Guillory, Vera Lewis, Jeanette Little and 
Wilfred Manuel - Adjacent to 2517 Neco Town Road. 
 
John Raines indicated that Michael Moity, representing Everette Manual, requested the Public 
Hearing on his reclassification request be postponed until the December meeting since neither he nor 
his client were available to attend this meeting.   
 
Two (2) local residents addressed the Commission expressing dissatisfaction that the reclassification 
request has been delayed twice and they were worried that they would miss an opportunity to 
address the Commission and express their opposition to the requested reclassification.  
 
Dana Dugas made a motion to postpone until the December 12, 2013 meeting which was seconded by 
David Fangue; the vote was unanimous. 
 
RECLASSIFICATION REQUEST #2:  Shane Estave – Located at 213 Lake Dauterive Road – Reclassification 
request from Mixed Residential (R-2) to Industrial (I-1). 
 
John Raines explained where the property was located and stated that part of the property was 
already zoned Industrial. Mr. Raines said that the fabrication shop located there was already in 
existence and the zoning was incorrect.  Chairperson Braud then opened the public hearing.  Mrs. 
Amber Estave addressed the Commission and said she was there for her husband and they were in 
favor of the reclassification.  
 
Dana Dugas made a Motion to approve the reclassification, which was seconded by Ronald Fremin; 
the vote was unanimous. 



 
RECLASSIFICATION REQUEST #3:  Department of Permitting, Planning and Zoning – Iberia Parish – 
Declassification of HWY 14 Zoning. 
 
John Raines explained that this portion of Hwy 14 was located in the City Limits of New Iberia and had 
to be removed from the Zoning Map.  
 
David Fangue made a motion to dezone the reclassification area which was seconded by Ronald 
Fremin; the vote was unanimous. 
 
RECLASSIFICATION REQUEST #4:  Department of Permitting, Planning and Zoning – Iberia Parish – 
Summerfield Subdivision Zoning. 
 
John Raines explained that this was the same scenario as the Hwy 14 dezoning.  The area is also in the 
City Limits of New Iberia and has to be removed from the Zoning Map.  
 
Dana Dugas made a motion to dezone the reclassification area which was seconded by David Fangue; 
the vote was unanimous. 
  
RECLASSIFICATION REQUEST #5:  Craig Romero – Located south of the intersection of Melancon Road 
and Coteau Road/Hwy 88 – Reclassification request from Mixed Residential (R-2) to Manufactured 
Mobile Home Park (R-4) 
 
John Raines explained the request to reclassify the property from Mixed Residential (R-2) to 
Manufactured Mobile Home Park (R-4).  He explained that there were three (3) other mobile home 
parks within a one mile radius of the subject site and, collectively, they contained approximately one 
hundred mobile homes.  He explained further that the area was developed in a mixture of industrial, 
commercial, institutional and residential land uses.  He explained that the applicant felt the 
reclassification would blend into the surrounding areas and be an asset to the community. 
 
Mr. Raines did explain the ingress/egress issues that will arise with the development especially as 
there is only one access point; the lack of a second access is problematic for emergency personnel and 
emergency services.  
 
Craig Romero, the applicant, addressed the Commission explaining that his proposal was to construct 
a “top of the line” mobile home park which would exceed the normal standards of the community.  
He agreed that the Coteau Road area had a mixture of land uses and that his proposal would be part 
of the mixture.   He also explained that the other mobile home parks did not equal his quality of work 
and development standards but they all shared access problems and he should be afforded the same 
level of cooperation as afforded the others.  He explained that the LA DOTD had experts on staff that 
addressed safety issues and traffic congestion which would analyze his request and formulate a 



solution; Mr. Romero acknowledged that he would have to abide by the decisions of the LA DOTD.  He 
requested the Commission’s support of the reclassification request. 
 
Lynn Romero, neighboring property owner, addressed the Commission in opposition of the 
reclassification request.  He indicated that he was an adjoining property owner who was worried 
about the negative impact the mobile home park would have on his property values.  He also 
distributed a petition with twenty two (22) signatures opposing the mobile home park.   
 
Lynn Romero said the traffic was horrendous at the intersection of Melancon Road and the Coteau 
Road and that adding an additional eighty four (84) mobile homes and families would exacerbate the 
situation even further.  He also said that the site had been the location of a temporary landfill and 
placing mobile homes on the site would not be wise or prudent.  He indicated that he could have 
secured additional petitions in opposition but he ran out of time.  He requested the Commission not 
approve the reclassification request. 
 
Jimmy Landry, area resident, addressed the Commission in opposition to the reclassification request.  
He indicated that the proposed development would over tax the capacity of the Coteau Road, add 
congestion, reduce safety and increase accidents in the area due to inadequate ingress/egress.  He 
said the proposal represented “spot zoning” and should be denied. 
 
Chairperson Braud closed the Public Hearing and requested input from the Commission.  Mr. 
Nathaniel Mitchell made a Motion to approve the reclassification indicating that the proposal was not 
the best location but the Commission had to stop denying mobile home parks.  Mr. Mitchell said 
mobile home parks are a viable aspect of the community and the Commission must recognize their 
contribution. Ron Fremin seconded the Motion to approve the reclassification request indicating that 
access is a problem in the area but the Parish must recognize that mobile home parks are necessary in 
order to sustain the future growth of the Parish. 
 
Chairperson Braud requested the vote which was Mitchell, Fangue and Fremin in support; Dugas, 
Braud, and Judice in opposition.  Chairperson Braud indicated that the Motion to approve had failed 
and the Council would be advised accordingly. 
 
RECLASSIFICATION REQUEST #6: Grand Marais Zoning Reclassification 
 
John Raines explained that the Grand Marais area is currently zoned General Business (C-2) yet when 
the original Zoning assigned to the area was Mixed Residential (R-2).  He explained further that there 
are only two (2) commercial establishments in the area, Mon Amis and an engine repair shop; 
otherwise, everything in Grand Marais is utilized residentially. He then explained that he had 
contacted several property owners in the area and advised them of the situation; all responded that 
Grand Marais did not want the commercial designation.  Consequently, Mr. Raines is submitting this 
situation to the Commission to determine if the Commission wants to address the situation and if so, 
how. 



Felix Jeanminette, representing the Grand Marais Area, addressed the Commission indicating the 
Grand Marais residents don’t want to be zoned commercial and would rather be zoned Mixed 
Residential.  He elaborated indicating that the area was very close knit and mostly comprised of 
family and extended families which are interested in the neighborhood aspects of their 
community…not commercial. 
 
Chairperson Braud closed the Public Hearing and requested direction from the Commission.  Dana 
Dugas made a Motion to reclassify the Grand Marais area Mixed Residential, except Mon Amis and 
the existing engine repair shop on Jeanminette Road, which was seconded by Ronald Fremin;  the 
vote was unanimous. 
 
RECLASSIFICATION REQUEST #7:  Gonsoulin Holdings, LLC - Located at 5818 West Old Spanish Trail and 
left of 5818 of West Old Spanish Trail – Reclassification request from Single Family Resident (R-1) to 
Multi-Family Residential (R-3).   
 
John Raines explained that the area was located at the intersection of the Coteau Road/HWY 88 and 
the Old Spanish Trail and was zoned Single Family Residential.  He indicated that the site currently has 
a duplex and the applicant is requesting approval to construct another duplex.  The additional duplex 
requires a Multi-Family Residential (R-3) Classification.  Mr. Raines explained that the proposed 
development plans had been analyzed and are in compliance with the regulations. 
 
Ricky Gonsoulin, applicant, addressed the Commission requesting approval of his reclassification 
request. 
 
Chairperson Braud closed the Public Hearing and asked the Commission for direction.  Dana Dugas 
made a Motion to approve the reclassification of the site from Single Family Residential to Multi-
Family Residential, which was seconded by Nathaniel Mitchell; the vote was unanimous. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Traffic Signal at the corner of Sugar Oaks Road and Sugar Mill Road. 
 
Mr. Raines explained that he had received a request for traffic signalization at the corner of Sugar 
Oaks Road and Sugar Mill Road as a result of a recent fatality.  He prepared a Resolution which was 
attached to their Submittal Packet. 
 
Dana Dugas addressed the Commission indicating that he had requested the preparation of the 
Resolution which he thought might be of assistance in securing traffic signalization at this 
intersection.  He requested the support of the Commissioners. 
 
Ricky Gonsoulin addressed the Commission indicating that the Council had already prepared a similar 
Resolution but encouraged the Commission to adopt a similar Resolution and forward it to the 
Council. 



ADJOURNMENT: Dana Dugas made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by Ronald Fremin; the 
vote was unanimous.   
 

Submitted by John R. Raines 
Director of Permitting, Planning and Zoning  


